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Discussion on strategic thinking for short-term prediction
of great earthquakes

HAO Xiao-guang, HU Xiao-gang
(Key Laboratory of Dynamic Geodesy ., Institute of Geodesy and Geophysics, CAS, Wuhan 430077)
Abstract Scientists have had no efficient method for short-term prediction of impeding great earthquakes, however,
some significant tremors were found before some great earthquakes. According to observation of tremors 48 hours
before the great Wenchuan earthquake recorded by Lacoste-ET gravimeter at National field observatory of Geodesy of

Wuhan and following studies on the seismic phenomenon, we initially discuss the opinions of Geller that Earth is in a

state of self-organized criticality where any small earthquake has some probability of cascading into a large event and

thus individual great earthquakes are probably inherently unpredictable.

the time, location of earthquake within stated limits.
prediction of impending great earthquake.
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Then we discuss the issues of specification of

At last we put forward a strategic thinking for a short-term

great earthquake, tremor before earthquake, a short-term prediction of impending great earthquake,
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